George Grant: A Quest for Truth and Meaning

George Grant was one of the most influential Canadian intellectuals of the
20th century. A philosopher, political theorist, and Christian mystic, Grant
grappled with the fundamental questions of human existence and the fate
of Western civilization. His work is characterized by a deep pessimism
about the modern world, but also by a profound hope for redemption.

In this biography, we will explore the life and work of George Grant. We will
examine his early influences, his philosophical development, and his
political activism. We will also consider his legacy as one of the most
important thinkers of our time.
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Early Life and Influences

George Parkin Grant was born on December 22, 1918, in Toronto, Ontario.
His father, William Lawson Grant, was a Presbyterian minister, and his
mother, Ella Agnes Parkin, was a social worker. Grant grew up in a
religious household, and he was deeply influenced by the Christian faith.
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Grant's early education was at Upper Canada College, an elite private
school in Toronto. He then attended Oxford University, where he studied
philosophy, politics, and economics. At Oxford, Grant came into contact
with a number of influential thinkers, including the philosopher R.G.
Collingwood and the theologian John Macmurray.

Philosophical Development

Grant's philosophical development was marked by a gradual movement
away from the Enlightenment rationalism that had dominated Western
thought for centuries. In his early work, Grant argued that the
Enlightenment had led to a loss of meaning and purpose in human life. He
believed that the modern world was characterized by a sense of alienation
and despair, and he sought to find a way to restore a sense of meaning to
human existence.

In the 1950s, Grant began to develop a philosophy of history that was
influenced by the work of Oswald Spengler and Arnold Toynbee. Grant
argued that civilizations are like organisms that go through a cycle of birth,
growth, maturity, and decline. He believed that Western civilization was in
decline, and he warned that it would eventually collapse.

Grant's pessimism about the future was not based on a lack of faith in
human nature. Rather, he believed that the modern world had created
conditions that made it impossible for human beings to live meaningful
lives. He argued that the rise of technology and the decline of religion had
led to a loss of community and a sense of purpose.

Political Activism



Grant was not only a philosopher, but also a political activist. He was
involved in a number of social justice movements, including the anti-nuclear
movement and the civil rights movement. He also founded the Committee
for a Democratic Canada, an organization that opposed Canadian
involvement in the Vietham War.

Grant's political activism was motivated by his belief that Christianity had a
social and political dimension. He believed that Christians were called to
work for justice and peace in the world.

Legacy

George Grant died on September 27, 1988. He was 69 years old. Grant's
work has had a profound influence on Canadian thought and politics. He is
considered one of the most important Canadian intellectuals of the 20th
century, and his work continues to be studied and debated today.

Grant's legacy is complex and multifaceted. He was a brilliant philosopher,
a passionate political activist, and a deeply religious man. He was also a
pessimist about the future, but he never gave up hope for redemption.

Grant's work is a challenge to our assumptions about the modern world. He
forces us to confront the limits of human reason and the fragility of human
existence. But he also offers us a vision of hope, a vision of a world that is
more just, more compassionate, and more meaningful.
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Arthur Meighen: A Life in Politics

Arthur Meighen was one of Canada's most important and controversial
prime ministers. He served twice, from 1920 to 1921 and from 1926 to
1927. During his time in office, he...

Vindicated: Atlanta's Finest

In the heart of Atlanta, a city known for its vibrant culture and bustling
streets, a shadow of darkness lurked. A series of brutal murders had
gripped the...
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